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the estate was auctioned. Now that he has got possession of it, he refuses to carry out his bargain and actually offers me Es. 20, saying that I deserved no more. The black-hearted villain ! Now I am come to implore forgiveness of my sin and to make amends for it."
Nagendra was amazed by the fellow's villainy and impudence. He reflected, however, that nothing was to be gained by kicking him out of the house, while his offer of reparation was not to be despised. He replied, uYou have been faithless to your salt; but I will pardon you on one condition that you help me to regain my estate, lost through your treachery".
" That I will," protested the Naib. " Only let me have Es. 300 in currency notes of one hundred rupees each, previously recording the numbers. I swear by Mother Kali, not only to pay the arrears of revenue but to get the sale quashed." Nagendra at first thought that to do so would be only throwing good money after bad; but the man was terribly in earnest, and evidently hostile to their common enemy. He opened his safe and handed the Naib the amount he asked, after carefully taking the numbers of the notes.
At the same hour on the morrow, the Naib returned in high glee to say that the business had been satisfactorily concluded. All Nagendra had to do was to